LIFE Off JESTO.                                      225

kind.* A singular taste for persecution and torments 2 possessed
him. IEs blood appeared to him as the water of a second bap-
tism with whicii he ought to be baptized, and he seemed possessed
by a strange haste to anticipate this baptism, which alone could
quench his thirst.3

The grandeur of his views upon the future was at times sur-
prising. He did not conceal from himself the terrible storm
he was about to cause in the world "Think not," said he,
with much boldness and beauty, " that I am come to send peace on
earth: I canie not to send peace, but a sword. There shall be
five iii one house divided, three against two, and two against three.
I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the
daughter against her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her
mother-in-law. And a man's foes shall be they of his own house-
hold." * "I am come to send fire on the earth , and what will I,
if it be already kindled ?" 5 ft They shall put you out of the syna-
gogues/' he continued; a yea, the time cometh, that whosoever kill-
eth you, will think that he doeth God service."6 " If the world hate
you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. Remember
the word that I said unto you: The servant is not greater than
his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute
you/' 7

Carried away by this fearful progression of enthusiasm, and
governed by the necessities of a preaching becoming daily more ex-
alted, Jesus was no longer free ; he belonged to his mission, and,
in one sense, to mankind. Sometimes one would have said that his
reason was disturbed. He suffered great mental anguish and agita-
tion 8 The o reat vision of the kingdom of Q-odL ^listeningjbefore
ed him. His disciples at times thought him

mad.9    His enemies declared him to be possessed.10     His excess
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